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Slake escaped Jrom Worm-

‘.. / wood Scruss vrison I talked
_about it with waree ,u.ople. includ-

) ing Charies Tayior, former corre-:
.. spond\_nt cf The Globe and Mail in
Peking, and Ciiiford Solway, a tel-

...'. another siory. .

The news of the escape was giv-

"en to tae world in stages. The first
bulletins came over the radio, say-

. ing that Blake had sawn through
<he bars of his cell. Then we were
zold that he had, in fact, sawn -
tirough the bars of tiie corridor on

cials” speculated that the convicts

* in the prison might have helped
Blake for humanilaiian reasons,
taking pity on hira because of his’'
long sentence.

Nexy nswament
The next inst.lment revealed
that Blake was a “taciturn intel-
Coctual” who had held himself
u.oo. from alv Joliow srisoners une
' til the Suiisaay of his escape |
when he Caiie oui .into the corrie
GO, WHiCh
T sort oi diving rovs
. aew ed e, o

.uusly on UGk OLCLsui,
ne was ‘‘noticed™ at

. .y all the har-

5:30 p.m.,

his cell, inio the corridor, pushed :
‘out tie bars (which by then were
being Jescribed as broken), -
jumned 18 feet down to a concrete
KOS .rtvard without straining any
.endons, then sprinied across the
courtyard and clizided the outer

usmg a nylon 6 ladder rein-
h eedles. He-

.

which his ceil stood. Then *“offi--

acted gregars !
made sura ;. Union ov uermany Sp pink geran-

o | |
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“[then jumped frovi the top of the

\tecuves

a wall Lo the voci ol & wai unv car

in Lhe d"" wnh a pot of pmk
geraniums. The Scotland Yard de-
moodered earlier  this
year were said to have some pos-

sible connection with Blake.

By the Tuesday after the.es-|

evision producer. But that is' cane the conuauous story leaking | Liy not by

officially 1v .1e media was getting -

better and setter:
a cell furnisica
luxuries ana a cokhara rug. The
business avbout his being an aloof,

Blake had had

and soul o! the jail's social set, a
chap wio heid parties for his fel-

low prisoners in a room decorated

with an iraaze ¢l Saint Paul. And!
so it wei, H'L;'r. :ne official leaks;;
mervily raciing the story less cre-

" dible every ..L.v N,

Crowning touch

The crowning touch, in my v:e\\
— the tradema -k of Brmsh intelli
gence — is the pot of pink gerani:
ums. Whay,. makes Bntons such
marvellous commandos or secret

agents is their mischievousness,

and sonae thme iater rushgd out of | ; thVlC\- o
bz with s

1
'

wall between two watch towers, -

They are pranksters to a man,

woe co/..y used as a . and this characteristic has always

served them well since it baffles
more siolid nations like tihe Soviet
juias it ivid 1o be; any other secref
. nave used a paper

oW away i open spaces. The
‘B. itisi secver sarvice would use a
not 0f Pl suraniums.,

1 alsv think the British sccret
service is being decent in making
ihe escape incredible enough to

. cast doubdt on Blake s mdxctment

+.h considerable |

- substitution,
taciturn intelleciuzl was dropped -

and he was described as the life.,

.. » init, or an old can |
or so...e;...n' one commonly sees

¢ Clc..... u\A

ve\y well exonerate hnn the Lord

ahnty at t..M Takm" Blake out as .
{ a corpse migit have raised quess
‘ tions; they would have had to re-

.fuse his blood relatives permission
" to bury the body.

Zscape it had to be, and proba-

Slake.

who jumps 18 feet unharmad on to
concrete. Lilte any star, he had a
'stunt man *“‘stand-in; it would not
~“have been too difficult to effect a
someone
enough for the acrobatics of the
grand finale. .
Why do I give the credit to M15?

ties. The train robbeis and other
criminals have escaped, alter all.
Why couldn’t dhe underworld have
taken Blake cut? But why does the

underworld taice somecone out? For -
“: money. Via the underwerld route
an escape costs a great deal, Peos

ple must be paid to_create divere
sions, to bribe cuards. If the ese
capé fails, those trying to enginees
. it risk long sentences.

\ Blake had no money to buy this
sort of underworld loyalty — at

| his trial and in the subsequent:

| House of Commons debate, it was '

] stated again and again that Blake
had been paid nothing by the Rus-
| sians for his spying, that he had .
' acted because of his fervent con-
version 10 communism.

His wife would not pay the une
. derworld. He has been suing aer
' for divorce. His mother and sister
do not have money, 1 know, Even
. it they. had the money, thcy
wouldn’t know how to arrange an
" underground rescue,

.vwaivally, They can't: '

He is not the sort

athletic -

Let's consider the other possibilis -
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